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PHASE 3 wage controls end
of July 31st. There is little
doubt that the Government
will be imposing new ‘Phase
4’ controls and that the trade
union leaders’ attitude will
be to make a few formal pro-
tests [in line with their union
conference decisions] and
then try to police the controls
in practice. |

Three years ago, when this
Labour government first in-

troduced pay curbs, we were

told that it was an emerg-
ency measure to avoid eco-
nomic disaster. Repeatedly
the TUC leaders have promis-
ed a return to free collect-
ive bargaining. But it is clear
that what , Healey
and their allies in the trade
union leadership want is

 permanent limits on wage

increases.

The TUC-Labour Party Li-

“aison Committee has approv-

ed a document which promis-
es long-term pay agreements
between the TUC and a Lab-
our Government.

These pay controls don’t
stop inflation, they don’t stop
unemployment, and they

don’t stop the social service
cuts., Their aim and their

effect is to boost profits.

That fact was underlined
by the recent revelation that
many major companies have
fixed things so that they pay
nothing or almost nothing in
profits tax. While wage de-
mands, even from the lowest-
paid workers, cause an out-

nomy, and while armies of
bureaucrats check on every
meagre penny paid out to

social security claimants,
this massive tax swindle
goes undisturbed.

Public sector bosses, armed
forces commanders, and top
judges have been given in-
creases going up to 100%-
plus — no 10% limit for them!
And an official report has re-
commended 40% rises for the
bosses’ picket-busting boys
in blue, the police.

That’s the way the system
works — using every means
possible to pump the wealth
created by the working class
into the pockets of the bosses
and their hangers-on. And the
Labour Government has dedi-
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system.

In the period up to the
general election [probably in
October] the right wing Lab-
our leaders will be campaign-
ing hard to get the labour
movement to approve this
policy of working the system.
We will be told that a united
front between the unions and
the Labour Government is
necessary against the Tories.
We will be told that we should
not criticise Callaghan and
Healey because Thatcher and
Joseph will be even worse.

- It is_all a swindle. Social-
ists in the labour movement

must say to the Labour lead-
ers: if you want a united front,
then you must line up with the
Interests of the working class,

working class to back the capi-
talist interests which you are
serving.

Strikes and wage demands
must be supported even if the

Labour leaders make an out-

cry about the possible damage
to their election chances.

Bl No more wage curbs!

B Full labour movement
support for every group of
workers fighting to improve
its conditions

B Immediate wage In-
creases to m,akdergood the last
three years p in living
standards. Cost of living
clauses to guarantee against
erosion by inflation in the
future. r

cry abqut wrecking the eco-

‘labour movement fully equal to a To

cated itself to working the

AFTER A campaign for sponsors in Labour Parties and
trade unions across the country, the Socialist Campaign
for a Labour Victory is holding its Conference on Saturday
July 15th, in London. |

One constituency Labour: Party (Hackney North and
Stoke Newington) and four LPYS Lranches (Basingstoke,
Tottenham, Toxteth and Wallasey) have so far sponsored
the Campaign, as has an EETPU branch in North West
London and an ASTMS branch in Manchester.

Individual sponsors include two MPs (Joan Maynard
and Harry Selby), three prospective parliamentary
candidates (Ted Knight, Hornsey, Ken Livingstone,
Hampstead; and Jane Chapman, Dover & Deal), and
numerous Labour councillors, trade union branch secret-
aries, and shop stewards.

The Campaign’s basic idea is that a call for a Labour
vote in the coming general election must be coupled with a
condemnation of 'tﬁe government’s pro-capitalist record
and preparation for a socialist fightback against the next
government, Tory or Labour.

Undoubtedly me official Labour leaders’ line will be
that the labour movement should sink its differences for
the sake of keeping out the Tories. With the smirking,
arrogant faces of Margaret Thatcher and Keith Joseph
appearing more and more often on television, this view
wiﬁ gain some support. But it would be a defeat for the
election victory if
the Callaghan team got back on the basis of the labour
movement approving its wage-freezing, * job-slashing
record. |

The SCLV aims to have Labour returned — but by a
militant, vigilant, critical labour movement.

The SCLV will fight on two fronts at the same time:
against the Tories and against the pro-capitalist Labour
leadership — but it will conduct that fight from within the
labour movement. |

he policies of the SCLV platform are not the standard
policies of the established Labour left: import controls
planning agreements, direction of investment, withdrawal
from the Common Market, price controls. Those policies
are often nationalist, and thus anti-socialist, in character;
moreover, they are oriented towards giving advice on
state economic policy, rather than mobilising the rank and

file of the labour movement. N
For the SCLV, policies which arm the rank and file to

start the fightback themselves, here and now, are central.

The SCLV platform does not extend as far as the full
politics of Workers’ Action, or those of any of the other
tendencies in the campaign. But it sums up our basic
fighting demands on crucial current issues with a degree

- of precision entirely adequate to building a broad class-

struggle opposition in the labour movement. The tenden-

rather than expecting the’

| Socialist Campaign for a Labour Victory

B Make the bosses pay!

cies and individuals in the SCLYV still have their own prog-
rammes and viewpoints; but the SCLV enables them to
come together, to do more than just stating their positions
for the record, and to start organising effectively against

the right win

The SCLV%‘uas the support of Workers’ Action and the
Chartist. Socialist Challenge and Workers’ Power have
said they will support the Campaign too. |

The main organised left-wing tendency in the Labour
Party to refuse support is the Militant. They prefer to
continue their endless, timeless, abstract pontificating
about the need for a ’Labour_government with a socialist

programme of nationalising the 220 monopolies’

washing

it down with large draughts of demagogy about the demon

Tories.

The most ‘promising thing for the SCLV, however, is
the support of many left-wing activists in the Labour Party
who up to now have been unorganised and thus without
perspectives beyond the routine work in their own constit-
uencies and trade union branches. The SCLV can give
these activists the perspective that they lack.

For many sho

stewards and trade union activists who

are decidedly left-wing but can see no clear political pers-

pective, the SCLV can also provide an entry point into

purposeful, systematic political activity. 3
According to the plans for activit?/_ to be ﬁresented at the

July 15th conference, the SCLV wil

be fighting to get con-

stituency Labour Parties to run their election campaigns
on the basis of SCLV policies and SCLV material. It will be
organising local SCLV groups in each constituency, with

‘their own caucus meetings and also their own public

meetings. It will seek speaking invitations to trade union
branches and organise factory gate meetings and factory

SCLV groups.

At the best, the SCLV could be the beginning of a left
current in the Labour Party representing a major revival of
militant socialism in the British labour movement. At the
least, it will provide a militant socialist voice from within
the labour movement, and a contribution to the preparat-
ion to the necessary fightback, at el>ction time.

Join the Campaign!

MEETINGS

MANCHESTER: 7.30pm, Thurs-
day 27th July, at Hulme Labour
Club, Bonsall St. Speaker: John
Douglas, secretary USDAW CWS
Packing/Hulme 5 tenants’ asso-
ciation.

COVENTRY: 7.30pm, Monday
7th August, at the Elastic Inn.

EDINBURGH: 7.30pm, We
nesday 9th August, at the Trad
Council, Picardy Place.

SCLV supporters’ meeting: 2pn
Sunday 16th July, at Highfield
Community Centre, LEICESTER

For details of other meetings, «
all further enquiries, con

]
-

SCLV, Box 127, 182 Upper St
London N1. sk,
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~ their Kata’eb
) Frﬂ_jtieh’ stronghold of Sghorta

. JULY 10th: THE SYRIANS
' _have for the moment stopped
. ghelling Ashrafiyah, a Christ-
~ ian quarter of Beirut. But the

e  has not stopped:

CAInag
- snipers’ fire and isolated in-
- cidents still claim their victims

in this Iatest Lebanese flare-
The Syrians’ attack on the

‘Maronite Christian stronghold
- follows a round of internecine
fighting on the Christian ext-

reme right in Lebanon, which
started when the Franjieh clan
pulled out of the Maronite
alliance, the Lebanese Front.
The Lebanese Front was the
alliance of the three great

Christian dynastic families

that dominate Lebanese
olitics: the Chamoun clan,
led by former President
Camille Chamoun and his
sons) represented by the

National Liberal Party; the

Gemayel clan, (led by Pierre
Gemayel and his son) with its

. organisation the Phalangist or:
- Kata’eb Party

+ and the Fran-
jlgeh clan (led by Suleiman
ranjieh and his son Tony).

Frarjieh withdrew from the
Lebanese Front in opposition,
it seems, to the anti-Syrian

‘line being taken by the other

clans. In retaliation, the
Gemayels set up an office of

arty in the

er a revenge killing of a
Kata’eb official, raiders shot
dead Tony Franjieh, his wife,
his daughter, his maid, his
driver ... and even his dog.

Then, making the alliance
between the Franjieh clan and

the Syrians even clearer,

S.YEMEN MOVES

TO MOSCOW
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The execution of South Yemen'’s pres-
ident on 26th June, and the assassin-

ation the previous day of North.

Yemen’s president, are likely to lead
to an increase in Russian influence in

| ~ this strategic area.

South Yemen — which, until 1967,
was the British colony of Aden —
stands'at the southern end of the Red

- Sea. - | |
Until a few years ago Russia had

strong links with Egypt. Egypt has
turned decisively towards the USA.
Russia is seeking other areas of inf-
luence in the Middle East.

The South Yemeni government has

BOCIAA

THE US Attormey Gemeral, Griffin

Bell, bas for now slipped out of being

jailed om a charge of Comtempt of

- Court. The case against bim bas been

postponed. :

The charge arose swwhen Bell refused
to obey the instructions of the court to
band over FBI files relating to the
$40M sust besng brought by the Amer-
scas Socialist Workers Party agasnst
the FBI, The SWP need the files to
prove that they amd the Young
Socialist Alliance bave been victims of
state spying and interference for 40
years.

7" If Bell is sent to jail — which wosld
be the normal outcome in the case of a

refusal to comply with court instruct-

jous — be would not be the first

 Attorney General to be jasled: Nixon's
- Attorney Gesmeral, Jobn Mitchell, .

was jailed for bis part in the Water-

gate affair. |
But Bell bas the support of the
‘Carter administration, which mahes
~ Carter’s Freedom of Information leg-
islation look lske as bollow as a gas

\

Syrian armoury gave cover 1o
Franjiehists who kidnapped
and then machine-gunned 36

Kata’eb militiamen. .
Behind the dynastic dis-
utes lie the deadlocked

orces — each trying to res-
olve the Lebanese situation 1n

its own favour — of the
Syrians; the Maronite right;
the Muslim left and their
Palestinian - allies; and the
Israelis. .

When the Syrians first in-
vaded Lebanon they wanted to
elbow their way to a place at
the negotiating table with the
Israelis. It looked as if a separ-
ate deal between Israel and
Egypt would leave Syria out in
the cold. | |

The Assad regime in Syria

also wanted to behead the.
~ radical

movement which
threatened to overthrow the

described itself as 'Marxist-Leninist’
ever since independence in 1967. But
under president Salem Rubai Ali it
was aligning itself more with China
than with Russia. With China’s for-

. eign policy as it is at present, that also

means linking up with the most right
wing powers in the area.

Ali had opened relations with Saudi
Arabia, accepting aid and making
plans for a pipeline to carry Saudi
crude oil.

China’s alliances in the area go
further, including a recent link-up
with the medieval British-backed

Sultanate of Oman, which meant the

dropping of China’s previous support
for the National Liberation Front of

Dhofar. '

In place of Salem Rubai Ali, Abdel.

Fattah Ismail — a known Moscow
loyalist — has emerged as the un-
questioned head of state.

Russia already has large military
facilities in South Yemen, using the
port of Aden as a staging post for its
shipment of arms to Ethiopia.

FBI sits on $40m files

-baloon.

- According to the SWP’s paper

Militant: ‘“Over a 16-year period the

- FBI used 300 informers in the two soc-

ialist groups, as well as 1,000 others

who — as landlords, bank officials, or
in other capacities — provided infor-

mation about the socialists.”’

The state’s argument is simple: to
band over the files would be to dis-
close the mames of their agents. But
that’s the best reason to demand they
be banded over. Each ome of those
agents should be exposed for taking

part in this crime of the state against

the workers’ movement,
* % w

Meanwhile in Britain the Labour gov-
ernment bas gone back on yet another
promise: smstead of taking apart the

- Official Secrets Act, it is about to

publish a White Paper which will
more or less comfirm the presemt

. secrecy laws. A case like the one the

SWPis bringing against the FBI could
ot even be started here!

confessional conservatism of -
» Lebanon. |

That radical movement had

' been partly shaped and was

supported by the Palestinian
Fopulation and its militias,
iving mainly in the area out-
side Beirut and in the South of
the country. Assad understood
that without smashing the

Palestinians he could neither

halt the left nor impress Israel
with his credentials. *
The first phase of Syria’s

intervention was therefore an:

alliance with the Christian
Right and — at one remove
— with the Israelis. (They
were su plyin(f the Maronites,
and independently attacking

the Palestinians in the border
- areas.) The Israelis held the

area south of the Litani river
and the Syrians the rest.
The Arab League, posturing

te
: '
1 . .
- . . -
)
»
.
)
,
:
,

- -attempt by the .
- theilr peace in Lebanon and
~ press their claims internation-

~ ally on this basis. For this they

tain their gri
 areas rather than be forced to
concede to the now more pop-

as supporters of thé-, ..Palestin-

~ fans, in reality ‘lent their
~_approval to the Syrian. invas-
*"jon, .which they covered by
adding a handful of troops

from other Arab countries and

renaming the bloody invade_rs .

” Arab Deterrent Force”.
The broker for this -cynical
deal was Jaloud, the right-
hand man of Libya’s President
Ghaddati.
The second g)hase was an
Syrians to keep

installed - the = government
headed by their man President
Sarkis. ~ S

While this situation . has
lasted for about 18 months, it
continually threatened to fall
apart as the Christian Right
revived its partition schemes.

Some variants of these
schemes would divide Leb-
anon in such a way that the
dynastic families could main-
in their own

ulous Muslims. Other variants
would give a large measure of
self-government to Christian
areas within a federal Lebanon

Srae

In fact, with each new out-
break of civil war comes a
further step. in the de facto
partition of
ations shift to safety on ’their
own side’ of the battle lines.

The Syrians hoped to use a
combination of pressure from
the Sarkis government and
muscle from the Franjieh-
ists to check the ’partition-
ists’. The scuttling of the

 Friendof
- ‘stoogeof

banon as popul--

Lébanése Front and the escal-

ation of . the reprisals has
~‘therefore probably been en-
~ couraged by the Syrians,
- The problem for them is-
that they cannot deliver the

Chamoun-Gemayel bloc a
crushing blow — although
they have the forces to do that.
To defeat this bloc utterli
— rather than keep it in chec
and try to split it — would
force Syria into confrontation
with Israel. |

Israel, whose jets last week

buzzed Beirut as a waming

to the Syrians, has made it
clear that it will invade if its
allies, .the Maronite right, are

smashed.

Left

What of the Palestinian and
Muslim Left in all this?
There does not seem to be

any evidence of them siding

with the Syrians or the Fran-

jiehists against their old

enemies — though there are

reports that some sort of
agreement has been made
“between Franjieh and certain

Sunni Muslim leaders.

The policy for the Muslim

left must be to step up the de-
mands for a Syrian withdraw-
al, for an end to confessional-
ism, and for freedom of action
for the Palestinians. |
Anythin¥ short of this (in
itself very limited) ' democrat-
ic’ programme inevitably
gives comfort to the Syrians or

to indigenous reactionaries.

Such a programme would
also serve the interests of the
working class whose own pers-
pective must aim at replacing
the present political and econ-
omic system with a workers’
state.

Internat

C
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"they are seeking

- Social=Impe

THE major conﬂlct now brew-
Ing between Vietnam and China
shows the chronic incapacity of

the nationalist-oriented Stalinist

regimes to 'peacefuily coexist’
among themselves, even while
the most un-
principled alliances with the
world’s reactionary regimes.

Over 300,000 Chinese are ex-
pected to flee from Vietnam to
China this year. China has with-
drawn all aid to Vietnam.

The Chinese are describing
Vietham as a stooge of Soviet
'social-imperialism’; while
(according to China) Vietnam-
ese Communist Party cadres
consider ‘China their No.3
enemy, after the USA and
Cambodia. .

The closed, bureaucratic
systems of both countries
mean that only the most ob-
viously one-sided accounts of
the conflict are made available.
But the roots of the matter lie
in the development of Chinese
foreign policy.

The Chinese Communist
Party has never broken from the
theory of 'socialism in one
country’ or pursued an inter-
nationalist policy. But in the
'50s and '60s China was gener-

ally more isolated international-

ly than the USSR, and backed
generally more left-wing
policies. .
From the early 1970s, pros-
pects of reaching an agreement
with the Imperialist
began to open up for China. US
President Nixon was welcomed
in Peking in 1971, ‘while Amer-
ican bombs continued to rain

powers

down on Vietnam.

Since then China has dumped
its former left-wing talk almost
completely. Its international
allies include the reactionary
military dictatorships of Chile,
iran, Pakistan and Oman. it
supplied Ceylon with arms the
government was putting down
the left wing JVP rising in 1971.

It supported the South African-

backed forces of the FNLA in
Angola. ~

And now the Maoists even

support NATO, and right wing
forces in Europe like Britain’s
Tories, Germany’s Franz Josef
Strauss, and Portugal’'s General
Eanes, in the name of the

struggle against 'Soviet social-

imperialism’. ~
With this policy
China, the hostility

shift by

open hatred. <
While the war in Vietnam
continued, the needs of the

resistance to the enormous US
some

bombardment forced
sembiance of a common front on

~ Russia, China and Vietnam.

The Vietnamese leaders, for
their part, tried to keep out of

the quarrel between China and

Russia as much as they could..

With the end of the war .the”

commfon front started to break
dowr Vietnam has moved

much closer to Russia, joining

the East-European-based

Comecon economic bloc. When
the rabidly nationalist regime in .

Cambodia entered a border war
with Vietnham, China supported
the Cambodians — although the
Chinese in Cambodia have cert-
ainly suffered worse than any of
the ili-treatment alleged by the
Chinese government to have

~ taken place against the Chinese

rialism’

8 I between
China and Russia hardened into

/Although during |
against US imperialism the Nat-

In Vietnam.
Another factor has been add-

“ed by China’s increased in the

overseas Chinese communities,
which are very important In
commerce and industry all over
the East. .

During the Cultural Revolut-
lon very little interest was
‘shown in these: communities.
Now the Chinese government is
very Interested in the boost

which these weaithy and in-,

dustrious communities could
give to Chinese trade.

The Chinese government
reacted in a hostile fashion
when economic reforms in south
Vietnam in the spring of this
year virtually wiped out the
mainiy Chinese small-Business
class. Now the Chinese govern-

ment claims that the Chinese

throughout Vietnam — not just
businessmen, but aiso the
workers in the North — are

~ ‘being persecuted.

It 18 not unlikely that the
charge is true, for hostility to

the Chinese is a deeply in-
grained tradition in Vietnam.

lonal Liberation Front pledged
itself to do away with ail dis-
crimination against the Chinese
that pledge has clearly been
dropped now that the Vietnam-
ese leadership is convinced that

. China is engaging in dangerous
-great-power diplomacy which.

could help the reactionary
powers. - »

~ As for the Chinese leader-

ship, they fear the emergence
of a strong, independent Viet-
nam just on their frontiers.

‘the struggle
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the working class. At the same | o 4

) | N , | time even the pro-capitalist Cadet

- | y 3 - | party was supﬂrés&ed; only after
o ._ g | it had started actively recruiting |

- : i | ul - for the counter-revolutionary

| | - armies striving to overthrow the
workers’ state. | "

The present trials have nothing
to do with protecting the foinda-

agent. But there is no reason to
~ suppose any of the four was in a
position to supply information to

governments of a number of
countries under a pretext of con-
cern for ‘human rights’ to change

' “PRISONER”’, replied Alexander
Ginzburg when asked for his
nationality by the court in Kalu-

ga, 100 miles south of Moscow.
In a Moscow court, Anatoly
Shcharansky declared: “I do not

acknowledge any guilt and I

consider the charges absurd”’, - -
It is another in the 'Russian
bureaucrats’ long series of trump-

ed-up trials. Ginzburg is charged
with ‘anti-Soviet activities’;  if

Jound guilty he could face five

[the USSR’s] home and foreign
policy’’, He could face a death

sentence.

Two other dissidents are being
tried at the same time. Viktoras
Pyatkus is charged with “‘anti-
Soviet activities’’ and Alexander
Filatov with spying.

All four are members | of a

the USA which would materially

harm the military defence against
imperialism of the Russian state.

~ If these four have anti-social-

ist political views, that is not a
crime to be dealt with by labour
camps and jails. And if secret
contacts with imperialist govern-

‘ments are a crime, then among

the first criminals are... the

tions of the workers’ state, and |
everything to do with protecting |

the political monopoly of a privi-
leged bureaucracy.

While the Western govern-
ments keep quiet about political
prisoners in Iran, Chile, Argen-
tina, or Northern Ireland, they
are using the Shcharanksy case
as an excuse to strike a high note

on human vrights. Yet Rudolf |
Bahro, the East German econo-
mist recently jailed for eight
years, gets hardly a mention —
because he is a convinced com-.
munist as well as an opponent of

bureaucratic rulers of the USSR.
Time and again they have made
sécret deals with imperialism
at the expense of the international
working class.

In the days of Lenin and Trot-
According to some reports ~ sky, the USSR conducted its the bureaucrats. ,
Shcharansky did in fact have negotiations with capitalist pow- Only the working class will
contacts with the CIA —- through ers and the whole business of  really defend democratic rights —

-a KGB man who was a double government openly, in front of . [Eastor West. |

years in jail, five years in a labour
camp, and five years in exile.
The accusation against Shcharan-
- sky is that ‘“‘he maintained re-
gular connections in the course of
1974-77 with representatives of
~ Joreign -intelligence services...
supplied them with info. mation
which constitutes a state secret
of the USSR... He urged the

group set up to monitor the
USSR’s observance of the inter-
national Helsinki agreements on
human rights. And that is their
real ‘crime’.

-

Anatoly Shcharansky

Birmingham Trades _(Jlounci]' - | o
providing for the expulsion of — L
fascists; Yorkshire miners’ l MOSS SIDE 5
leader Arthur Scargill declar- | o
ed that no-one should work
with a fascist.

AT THE Anti-Nazi League

" conference last weekend | | —. ’ .
et sy ANL—Grass roots

struggle against fascism and
racism were clearly visible
_’beneath the surface of the

smooth-running proceedings.

- But a resolution from Wirral
Anti-Fascist Committee, call-
Ing on the ANL to take a de-
finite stand for no platform for
fascists, for no immigration
controls, for the expulsion of
fascists from the labour move-
ment, and for
black self-defence groups,
was rejected by the 800 de-
- legates, among whom the So-

cialist Workers’ Party was

strongly represented.
- The conference did back a
call from East London com-
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Blacks attack NF in Moss Side

THE RESULT in the Moss Side
by-election is due soon after we
go to press. But it can be said
already that the Labour campaign
was calculated to inspire no-one.
It was run directly from Trans-
port House, with leaflets saying
that the government’s perform-
ance has been ‘‘good for fami-
lies’’ and that ‘‘it all adds up to

more people getting the homes

they want’’; claims which ring
very hollow’n the constituency’s
Hulme flats. |
- The flats are damp and infest-
ed with bugs and vermin. There
is fungus on the walls and heat-
ing bills are huge. The lifts are
- usually out of order and the stair-
ways are filthy. All this despite
the fact that the flats are less than
ten years old! | |
As far as the tenants are con-
cerned, the only answer is to
knock Hulme 5 down. Local La-

r

supporting

~and cuvil

militancy without
~ a clear direction

, munity organisations for an
~attempt to seize Brick Lane-

from the fascists on Sunday
16th, and for a day of strikes
disobedience on
Monday 17th, in solidarity
with the Asian communities

Fea el

‘boui councillors say it can’t be
- done because of the £66 million

still outstanding, owed by Man-
chester corporation to banks and
finance houses. Qur answer is:
nationalise those banks and fin-
ance bouses, and cancel the debt!

Resentment among working
class tenants is Hulme is rising
despite the offigial Labour com-
placency. On July 11th tenants
picketed a ceremony at Manches-
ter University where . the chief

‘architect of Hulme 5 was receiv-

ing a honorary degree.
The National Front campaign

in Moss Side also met militant

opposition. When the NF fascists

held a public meeting on Satur-

day 8th, local blacks and anti-

fascists held a counter-demon-

stration and stoned the NF’s
van. "
JOHN DOUGLAS

~ tenants’
.Cardiff the ANL has taken up

BY-ELECTION CAMPAIGN

INSPIRES NO ONE

of East London facing racist
attacks. -

The ANL in East London is
also helping to form defence
committees based on local
associations. In

the fight against the deporta-
tion under the immigration
laws of a Pakistani bakery

worker.

If this meant that the ANL
was going to follow a policy
of driving the fascists off the
streets and opposing immigr-
ation controls in practice, it

- might be pedantic to insist

on having the right form of

- words in the policy statement.

Yet the ANL'’s record is one of
not confronting the fascists,

- of not doing anything about ‘
the NF’s May Day march in

Central and East London, of
welcoming state bans on
marches, and of keeping Syd
Bidwell MP, signatory to
the Powellite Select Commit-
tee report on Immigration, as
a Sponsor. |
At the conference there
were many militant speeches.
Yet the indications were that

‘the ANL, while responding in

a limited way to the needs of
the struggle, will continue to
try to keep its stance. ambigu-
ous enough to retain its star-

studded = sponsor - list: of
bishops, professors, and
Young Tories. .o

Maurice Ludmer of Birm-
ingham Trades Council and
Searchlight magazine pointed
out that the National Front are
turning to the systematic use
of violence. Nigel Harris of
the SWP stressed that churn-
ing out leaflets about how the

NF are Nazis makes no im-

pression at all on their ‘cadre’
of thugs, the building of which
is ‘the secret of success’ for
the NF. |

So what is to be done? Lud-
mer — and his allies in the
Communist Party — believe
that the answer is to appeal

to the Government to stop

the NF, but he tactfully re-
frained from pushing the
point... -

Ludmer got rapturous ap

applause when he described
a new rule to be introduced
into the "standing orders of

.\‘

But in replying to the Wirral
Anti-Fascist Committee re-
solution, ANL organiser (and

SWP member) Paul Holborr-

ow rejected the idea of kick-
ing fascists out of the unions,
on -the strange grounds that
a fascist kicked out and then
reinstated would be doubly
dangerous. It is not clear

whether this was a change in

the SWP’s policy, or just Hol-
borrow -acting as a freelance
front-man for the ANL.

. On immigration controls, a

resolution was put which

pointed.out that they actively
encourage the racism from
which the NF grows. ‘‘Con-
ference . therefore wishes to
express its complete oppo-
sition to all immigration con-
trols. Conference recognises,
however, that this is an ex-

pression of ‘opinion i)y the

Conference majority but it is
in no way binding on sup-
porters or. sponsoring orga-
nisations of the ANL”’. =

Tariq Ali of the-IMG spoke
on the need to link the fight
against fascism with a strugg-
le against racism and in parti-
cular the immigration laws;

-but IMG members voted ag-

ainst the Wirral Anti-Fascist
Committee resolutiont calling
for just that.

- When the Wirral Anti-
Fascist Committee resolution
was voted on, there was up-
roar for the first time in the
orderly conference proceed-

ings. Many delegates wanted

to take it in parts. That was
another indication of the two
strong and contradictory
pressures bearing on the ANL:
the. militant drive of its grass-

“ roots activists,and its leaders’

concern for classless, content-
less ‘anti-fascist’ unity:.
Werkers’ Action supporters

will be doing all in their power

to strengthen the militant
drive of the ANL activists.
- JAMES RYAN. C. FOSTER

HITTING
BACK
AT NF
ATTACKS

THE NATIONAL Front, accord-
ing to the Manchester Evening
News, are making ‘law and
order’ their main issue in the
Moss Side by-election. ,
- Exactly what they mean by
this was made abundantly clear,
as, sensing their rapidly dimin-
ishing sypport in the commun- -
Ity, they launched a campaign
of thuggery against local left -
wingers and left organisations.
On Saturday 24th June,
s8ix NF members went into
Grassroots, 'a left-wing book-
shop in the centre of Manches-
ter, and destroyed about £50-
worth of stock. When staff call-
ed the police and told them who -
had done the damage they
showed little interest other than
to inquire if the culprits were all
white. A week later, the louts
were still at liberty. |
Four days after that, a Work-
ers’ Action supporter and his
' girlfriend were attacked in =
the street by about eight Fraont
-members because they were
wearing anti-racist badges.
Luckily for our comrades, this
. brave band must have had other
‘things on their minds. The
comrades got away unhurt after
their badges had been wrench-
edoff. . \ |
A few days later, a log was
thrown through the window of
the flat that was used as the
Soclalist Unity headquarters in
the last council - elections.
The labour movement must
right away start planning the
measures necessary to defend
itself — and take the fight to
~ the fascists.
-~ Hulme and Mo Side
tenants groups have/ already
- taken a decision to oppose the
NF should they dare to canvass
~in the area, and the Hulme
tenants group have organised a
public meeting on the issue.
Moss Side Labour Party has
voted to take the initiative in
setting up an ANL branch in the
area. |
Grassroots bookshop aie also
“taking steps to make sure the
fascists don’t have it -so ‘eas
next time. They are apnealing -
for people to stay in the shop for
two-hour periods on Saturdays,
and several organisations have
- agreed to send people along, as
has the WA Supporters’ Group.
~ - But much more remains to be
done. If the fascists choose to
operate on the ievel of physical
~violence, then we must make
sure ‘'we can match them blow

for blow. :
PETE KEENLYSIDE
.~ Moss Side CLP
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- black self-defence,
purging racism and racists from'

by Labour!

B No morewage curbs! No more strike-breaking

F

Wage rises should at the very least keep up with
price increases. The same should go for state benefits,

grants and

ensions. Demand immediate wage inc-

reases backdated to make up for the drop in our living
standards over the last two and a half years.

Sifice 1975 workers’ living stan-
dards have dropped by about

" 12%. Three phases of wage

controls have been decreed by
the Labour government and
policed, openly or shamefaced-

1y, by the TUC leaders.

Back in the 1960s some

 people argued for a ’socialist

incomes policy’ as a meany of
ensuring a fair deal for the
lower paid. With NUPE having

to organise a series of pre-

election rallies to try to get the.
government and the TUC to pay -

attention 'to its demand for a

£60-a-week minimum wage,

that argument 1is wearing

" thinner and thinner.
Did the wage controls stop -
" inflation? No: even after their

recent slowdown, prices are
still rising at a rate of nearly

10% a year, and a further rise

in the rate is now forecast.
Did wage controls stop the
cuts? Not at all! Did they stop

unemployment? Even less so!
But one sector of the econ-

omy did benefit: profits. Trad-

ing profits were up 30% in 1977

- .compared to 1976, and the Fin-

ancial Times Index rose 37%
over the year. - -

As more and more trade
union conferences are récognis-
ing, any 'incomes policy’ un-
der capitalism is only a way to
make the working class pay the
cost of the capitalist crisis.

To restore and maintain
living standards is the first
step in refusing to pay the cost
of their crisis: that means wage
increases to make up the loss
since 1974-5, and clauses
guaranteeing that in future

- wages rise month by month in

line with prices.
While putting forward these

'general demands, the SCLV

must also support all workers

- fighting for improvements in -

their living standards.

B End unemployment. Cut hours not jobs —
share the work with no loss of pay. Start now with a
35-hour week and an end to overtime.

B All firms threatening closure should be nation-
alised under workers’ control.

‘‘Live working or die fighting”’

was the slogan of one of the

- first ever distinctively working
class uprisings, in the French
~city of Lyons in 1834.

Nearly 150 years later,
capitalism still cannot grant the
right to work, the most basic

right in capitalist society, with-—
out which a worker can be turn- -

ed into an outcast overnight.
More and more now, it is the

young who are made outcasts:
- people under 29 account for
' nearly -half the unemployed
total at peak school leaving

time.

| The 'Labour'govemment has
- a direct responsibility. The pub-

lic sector and nationalised in-

dustries like steel and British

Leyland have been in the fore-
front of job-cutting. And in
schools, hospitals, town halls
and a multitude of local and
national public institutions,

~cuts in services to workers
- have meant cuts in jobs for
-workers too.

The bosses’ organisation, the

Confderation of British Ind-

ustry, has put its finger on the
answer in its statements oppos-
ing the introduction of a 35-
hour week. A shorter working
week would mean reduced

~ profits, they-say.. -
So it would. Greed for profit.

1is the one obstacle which stands -

in the way of measures to get

rid of unemployment by just
cutting. the working week to
35,300r 25 hours.

The initiative must come
from workers facing redundan-
cies who are willing to take con-

trol of the organisation of work

schedules and impose work-
sharing with no loss of pay. The
demand for nationalisation

without compensation is a nec--

essary response to capitalist

threats, lock-outs 'or . shut-

downs. o |
The SCLV backs the fight to

. force the Labour government to

stop toadying to the profiteers
and to save jobs by wide-
spread nationalisation and a

~ general cut in the working
week. - g |

M Scrap all immigration controls. Race is not a
problem; racism is. The labour movement must mobil-
ise to drive the fascists off the streets.

Purge racists from positions in the labour move-
ment. Organise full support for black self-defence.

B The black working people of South Africa and
Zimbabwe should get full support from the British
labour movement for their strikes, struggles, and
armed combat against the white supremacist regimes.
South African goods and services should be blacked.

In Opposition, the Labour Party
voted against the 1971 Immig-
" ration Act. The 1976 Party

conference voted for the repeal

~ of the 1971 and 1968 Acts “‘and

all legislation that discriminates
against =~ immigrants’’;  for
labour movement support for

the labour movement.

_The Government has not
- carried out Party policy. On the

contrary: it has continued to

" jinplement the 1971 Act. Thus
. . many workers and trade union-

ists are liable to being picked
up at any time by the policé and
deported without a hearing, or
they are totally dependent on

~ their employer’s favour to ex-
“tend their work permit — just
because of the colour of their

skin and where they were born!

- When Thatcher started beat- .
~ ing the racist drum in preparat-
ion for the Tory election camp-
“aign, Labour ministers replied

AN
/ )

and for

‘system. Evén today,

~ that immigration controls were

already as strict as they could
be. And five Labour MPs — in-
cluding Syd Bidwell, who was
known as a left-winger — put
their names, together with the

Tories, to the shameful Powell-
ite Commons Select Committee

Report on Immigration.

‘That report hinted at the in-

troduction of a ‘pass card’
black

people going for gobs often have

- to produce their passports.

Immigration controls are not
a way to create harmony for
’those already here’; they are
inseparable from racial discrim-
ination and scapegoating within
Britain. “ | ,

Recent weeks have shown
that on the streets of East
London, fascism and racism are

not just political theories; they
labour

mean murder. The
movement can no more allow

“free speech to the fascists of the
_ National Front than we would to
- an avowed Murder Party.

: "g{.

B Make the bosses pay, not the working
class! Millions for hospitals, not a penny for
'defence’ Nationalise the banks and financ-
ial institutions without compensation. End

the interest burden on council housing and
other public services.

B Freeze rents and rates.

B The chaos, waste, human suitering
and misery of capitalism now — in Britain
and throughout the world — show the urgent
need to establish rational, democratic,
human control over the economy, to make
the decisive sectors of industry social prop-
erty, under workers’ control.

The strength of the labour movement lies
in the rank and file. Our perspective must be
working class action to raze the capitalist
system down to its foundations, and to put a
working class socialist system in its place —
rather than having our representatives run
the system and waiting for the crumbs from
the table of the bankers and bosses.

B The capitalist police are an enemy for
the working class. Support all demands to
weaken them as the bosses’ striking force:
dissolution of special squads [SPG, Special

- Branch, MI5 etc], public accountability, etc.

~ appears is in staged |
stances at the party conference,

o CQuﬂcﬂs? -

"Back to work with Labour" was

the 1974 election slogan. It
sounds hollow now there are

one and a half million unemp-

- loyed. In contrast to the ‘con-

frontationist’ Heath with his
3-day week designed to beat the
miners, the slogan stressed
the Labour leaders’ line that all

- should work together for some
“¢common interest. |

The record on wages and
jobs shows that common inter-
est is a myth. The basic econ-
omic questions of wages, jobs

and profits are questions of
class struggle. The so-called

’common interest’ championed

-by Callaghan and Healey is
merely a disguise for the inter-

ests of the bosses.

It is often said by the Labour
right that the left’s demands for
nationalisatiorls are calculated

 to push voters into the Tories’
“arms. That wouldn’t be so if the

call for nationalisation were

taken up, as part of a general

fight to make the bosses pay.
That means connecting the

Despite its
strength the Tribune left in the

" Labour Party hasn’t really put
- up any real opposition to the

government’s policies. Why do
you think this is so?

BB The opposition mounted
by the so-called left in ‘the
Labour Party, particularly in
parliament, has been really in-
effective — primarily because
they confine the fight to Parl-
1ament. |
- There’s been no move by
any of the left MPs to go into
the constituency parties, to go
into the trade union branches,
and to start mobilising, in the
way that- Nye Bevan led the
fight against Gaitskell in the
'S0s. , -

He spoke at branches of the

‘trade union movement up and
“down the country and, I should

think, for a period of nearly two
years, seldom went into the

House of Commons.
The only time any fight
circum-

but there’s been no move by
any of the left MPs to go into

the constituency parties and
trade *_union branches and
-~ mobilise."

 What

| @0ﬁt_ Labour

‘the prosecution
~Aubrey, ~ John

abparem |

fight, not with the-naiive idea

‘that any extension of the state’s
- economic role must be socialist,

but with a struggle to, defeat

- and break up the present state

‘machine and replace it by a
regime based on workers’
control at all levels.

The army’s strikebreaking
against the firemen and their
planned strikebreaking against

~ the oil tanker drivers, and the

police assaults on the Grunwick
picket lines, show how the state

is very definitely a bosses’

state. { . | N
The deportations: of Philip
Agee and Mark Hosenball,-and
of Crispin
Berry @and
Duncan Campbell, underline
the point: here weé. have a

- Labour Home Secretary clearly
~ acting on the dictates of secret

police and intelligence agencies
— many of which are in no way
answerable to the Government,

_let alone to Parliament or ‘any

public forum.
Manchester Chief _Constable

‘NIK BARSTOW

talked to TED KNIGHT [right]
about the way forward for the
left in the Labour Party and
“the Socialist Campaign for a
Labour Victory. Knight, who
will be Labour’s parliament-
ary candidate for Hornsey,

is to chair the SCLV confer-
ence on July 15th

"8 Most Labour councils

have confined themselves to a
fight only in words with the
government; many have asked
for more resources but accepted

the cuts when they came. They,

have been unwilling or unable
to go out to the labour move-

ment and wage a struggle ag-
- ainst the government. They’ve
accepted that they shouldn’t

"rock the boat”.

But Lambeth council did con-
duct a fight at the end of last
year. By refusing to accept the
government’s directive to inc-

rease rents, we were able to get

six Labour councils in London to
support us and force the gov-
ernment to retreat.

That’s the sort of fight tha

should be going on. .

[] Recently the Area Health
Authority covering Lamibeth
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refused to implement govern-

. James Anderton’s repeated aid

to the National Front shows the
reactionary, bias of police chiefs
who continue to run the state

~ machine whether the govern-

ment is Tory or Labour.

The SCLYV recognises that the
Wilson-Callaghan government._
policy has been to manage, and
be managed by, that capitalist
state. The Campaign will fight
to break the labour movement
from its links to the state, and
to instil into it a spirit of ‘class
struggle rather than class col-
laboration. |

The bosses fight for low

wages, high productivity, and
“minimum labour costs, so as to

ensure high profits; the work-
ing class. fights for decent
wages, the right to work,/
shorter hours and tolerable

work conditions and work
speeds, thus cutting into
profits. | | |

L

Conflict is unavoidable. The
bosses organise and equip
themselves for the fight; so
must the working class. -
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ment cuts. Would you agree
that such actions can only be
successful if the support of the
health workers is drawn in

directly?

BB Youcan’t oppose the gov-
ernment’s financial policies
merely by making a pritest.
Those policies are dictated not
by the wickedness of Labour
mihisters but by the economic

 requirements of capitalism —

so to fight these policies you
have to mobilise workers. To a
limited extent there has been a
mobilisation of workers on this
question — not by the AHA but
by the trade unions themselves.

- The result was that Ennals has -

just granted an 18-month stand- -
still 'on that b.udgey cut.
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1C] How do you think the left
in the Labour Party can or-
ganise?
BB There has to be a coming
together of left wing forces
within the Labour Party and the
unions. .
In March of this year Lam-
beth Labour Group decided to
circulate every . Constituency
Labour Party in London and
every Labour Group, demand-
ing a recall conference .of the
London Labour parties, to deal
with the question of the Tory-
controlled GLC selling off coun-

- cil properties.

"There is a need for the left to

" _work out a common platform to

which we must attract people in

~ the Labour Party and the
~ unions — a common political
- platform for a change in direct-

jon in government economic
policy. We can’t fight as In-
dividuals, local authorities
can’t solve their areas’ prob-

~ lems themselves, nor can the

left solve the problems by fights

" in individual CLPs. There has to

be coordination of that sort of
activity, so there has to be

‘agreement on a platform.

In the election period the

I SCLV will be trying to organise
at least a section of the left in
~ the Labour Party, around dem-

- . % »

regardless of the electo
“result for Labour. I don’t think

ands whléh provide the basis
for a fightback. Is it the kind of

. thing you have in mind?

BB Isupport the campaign, it
is a contribution, though a
small one, which we have to get
maximum support for. It is that

sort of platform which has to be
taken before the labour move-
ment. Unless we can break the
isolation that usually surrounds
such campaigns we won't be
able to coordinate the forces
that are needed. A fight-back
must be the basis.

And that holds, whichever
way the result goes in October,
or whenever. |

Before the election NUPE
will be running a series of
rallies round the country to
demand “a national minimum
wage of £60 a week. What is
your view on this campaign?

BB I'm supporting that cam-

paign, and speaking at some of
the meetings connected with

it, because it is something
which does need to be done,
electoral

we have to base either our
attack cn the government or our
demands for changes in govern-
ment policy on the possibilies of
electoral victory or defeat.
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It’s a good campaign, but
there is a need to extend it b
taking it into other unions.
And there needs to be a link-up

‘with demands like those of the
NUM in a general move to im-

prove the incomes of working
class families.

The question is, will the
union leaderships hold to these
demands and, for NUPE, will
the leadership be serious about
the fight, so it doesn’t just be-

come an exercise for recruiting

members.

| What way ahead do you
see for the left in the Labour

Party?

BB Like most committed soc-
jalists in the Labour Party I
believe there is a major fight
ahead. Irrespective of the next
general election, there is a need
to organise within the party.

'- ‘The left i1s, as yet, not organ-

ised.

We need to argue out a plat-

form that will bring together

 the widest range of forces on

the left on a clear political line
and that line must be dictated

by the need to break the social- -

democratic -basis of present

government policy. -
'~ We're going to prepare the

ground for that fight now.

M Free abortion and contraception on demand.

Women'’s equal right to work, and full equality for

women.

At the end of 1975 the Equal
Pay Act and the Sex Discrimin-
ation Act came into force. And
then the bosses won 70% of the
equal pay cases and 90% of the
sex discrimination cases taken
to the tribunals in 1976. |

For many working class
women, thrown out of their
jobs by redundancies and
public sector cuts, and forced
back into the home — where
they are over-burdened as a
result of lack of nursery provis-

ion and facilities to care for the

sick and elderly — Callaghan’s

speeches about the family are a

hollow joke. °

They want the right to be
economically and personally in-
dependent — and for that, they

need to be able to free them-
selves from the burdens of

caring for the young, the old,

and the sick, and to go out to

work, into the labour movement
and into trade union and polit-
ical activity.

Unless the cuts are reversed

and women’s equal right to

views  of
should be imposed as law on

B Start improving the social services rather than
cutting them. Stop cutting jobs in the public sector.

work is established, the modest

gains of the sex-equality legis-

lation will come tonothing.
Abortion promises to be a
major issue at election time.

'Many Labour voters disapprove
of abortion. But while, certain-

ly, every person has the right to
his or her own moral views on
abortion, it is wrong that the
anti-abortionists

everyone else. )
The unborn foetus is not a

person in any full sense; the

pregnant mother is. The right
to decide must be hers. Rest-
rictive abortion laws lead to no-
thing but women being bullied
by husbands and doctors, to the
spread of backstreet abortions,
and to an increase in late abort-
ions as opposed to earlier, safer
and less

~abortions.

Free abortion and contra-
ception on demand is Labour
Party policy. It should be part of
every constituency labour

party’s campaign.

B The Irish people — as a whole — should have
the right to determine their own future. Get the

British troops out now! Repeal the Prevention of Ter-
rorism Act now. Political status for Irish republican

prisoners as a matter of urgency.

The 'top army officers who
preach -
and organise strike-breaking in

‘counter-insurgency’

Britain do not become philan-
thropic peace-keepers when
they cross the Irish Sea.

~In Northern Ireland the Brit-
ish army is propping up a

sectarian state based on Prot-

estant supremacy. It is maint-
aining the anti-democratic

Partition of Ireland. It is def-

ending an oppressive and un-

__just set-up which cannot be

made peaceful. And it is trying
to forcibly beat down all the
active, militant people in the
Northern Catholic minority who
are fighting to end that oppres-

~sion and end the centuries-old

British grip on Ireland.

The Labour government has
- just continued the Tories’ work.

Soon after taking office in 1974
they gave in to the sectarian
"Ulster Workers’ Council”

- strike and dropped ‘power-

sharing”’, a set-up resented by
the Protestant bigots because i1t

gave the Catholic middle class a

small share of government
posts and government patron-
age. |

The Labour government’s

other major new policy in

Northern Ireland has been the
scrapping of 'poliltjical status’

for Republican prisoners, as

from March 1976. |

- To the Republican prisoners

it is clear that they are jailed for
their activity in fighting for

 their country’s freedom, and

they have mounted a .major

struggle for recognition of this. -

The SCLV supports them.

The Labour government is
also resonsible for the ’Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act’, intro-
duced in November 1974 as a
so-called emergency measure
and renewed periodically ever
since. In the first 24 years of
operation of this Act, 2251
people were detained (mostly
with no charge being made) and
81 deported on the say-so of the
Home Secretary.

“In 1921 the Labour Party res-
olved to support the right of the

“Irish 'people (as a whole) to

determine their own future.
That is still the only basis for
peace and progress in Ireland.
- And the ’'Prevention of Terror-

ism Act’ has given new evid-

- ence for the old axiom: a nation

which = oppresses

another
cannot itself be free. |

!

B It is essential to achieve the tuliest democracy
in the labour movement. Automatic re-selectlon of
MPs during each parliament, and the election by

annual conference of

party leaders.

Annual

election of all trade union officials, who should be
paid the average for the trade. Thesg measures are
essential if we are to have a leadership of the labour
movement which is responsive and loyal to the inter-

ests of the working class.

The best policies are no good
without the means to fight for
them. The SCLV will back left-
wingers against right-wingers
as Labour candidates; it will

press those candidates to
commit themselves on key
issues; and it will urge constit-
uency Labour Parties to hold
MPs to account on those
commitments..

But fundamentally we look

not to getting a few more left

wing- promises or left wing

MPs, but to the action of the

rank and file. We want the
broadest democracy in  the

labour movement so that the

rank and file can organise most

freelv and bring pressure to-
- bear most effectively on. the
labour movement's leadership.

A .lt*.f‘l-' wing candidate in the

- e

recent elections in. Peru said:
‘In our country, the main voters
are the tanks’. In Britain, the

ranks keep in the background

and the main voters are the
balance sheets. In his memoirs

- Harold Wilson has described
how the Bank of England dictat-.

ed policy to the 1964-70 Labour
government. | -

More recently we have seen
the bankers of the International

Monetary Fund dictating policy
to the present Labour govern-
ment.

The working class cannot

“afford to ‘leave it to our elected

representatives’, still less to
give MPs and trade union offic-
1als a job for life. Without dem-
ocracy and accountability in the

_labour movement, all the prom-
ises and conference resolutions
~.areempty words..
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CONTINUING HIS SERIES on
1. the Czech events of 1968,
~ JAMES DAVIES takes up the
story after the publication on
27th June of the unofficial re-
form manifesto, ‘2000 Words’.

THE PUBLIC response to the

‘2,000 Words’
enormous. Thousands of re-
solutions and letters flooded

“into Party, union, and news-

- paper offices.
'The conservatives counter-

- attacked. They talked about
‘‘an appeal for counter-re-

volution”’, a ‘‘counter-revo--

lutionary situatlon” , and ‘‘an

attempt to break up the party
and introduce anarchy and
build institations which could
lead to the destmction of the

state”
- From the other states of the

| Warsaw Pact (except Ruman-
ia, which kept up warm re-

lations with Czechoslovakia

' throughout) came similar
- attacks. The East German

party organ Neues Deutsch-
land linked the author of the

. ‘2,000 Words’ with US hawk -

Brzezmskl »
Even the reformers attack-

ed the ‘2,000 Words’. Their
~general line was summed up

- “in a Presidium  resolution
which claimed that the appeal’

¢‘‘opened the path for anti-
- communist tendencies’ ?

- 42,000 Words’
the whole leadership of the
CPCz, and not just individual

personalities. ‘““The main guilt

N and the greatest deception

perpetrated by these rulers
~ was that they. resented their

arbitrary rule as the will of

the workers... In practice the

workers did not decide any-
thing... The rule was: execut-
- ed in their name by a specially

" educated group of officials of

the party and state apparatus.

appeal was

.denounced |

In effect they took the place of
the overthrown class and

themselves became the new
authori

But reformmg and conserv-
ative bureaucrats alike were
most worried by the appeal’s

call to set up works com-

mittees, to oust conserva-
tive officials and managers,
and to set up committees for
the defence of free speech —
in short, to organise outside
the established bureaucratic
framework.

Dubcek and the other lead-
ers came under increased
pressure from the USSR.

Letter

The Czechoslovak: leaders
turned down a joint request
from the USSR, East -Germ-

any, Hungary, Bulgarla, and

Poland to meet to discuss the
internal situation. They re-

- plied proposing a series of -
bilateral meetings instead.

In the middle of July, how-

" ever, those states met in War-
saw without the Czechoslovak

representatives. There they
drafted the infamous Warsaw
letter, declaring:
assent to hostlle forces push-
ing your country off the path

of socialism and creating the

threat that Czechoslovakia
may break away from the so-

“clalist commonwealth This is

no longer your affair only. It
is the common affair of all
communist and workers’ part-
fes... It is the common affair
of our countries... united in

the Warsaw Pact”
In response, the mass of the

“people rallied even more firm-
ly in favour of reform. There
were preparatory committees

set up in many factories de-
signed to become organs of

‘self-administration (in line

with the new legislation),
committees for the defence of
the freedom of the press were

- established, and trade union
leaders of extreme conserva-
" tive views were ousted.

By mid-June Dubcek' ‘had
found it necessary to speak out
against ‘“‘employing the

- weapon of economic struggle’’
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: ““We cannot

ek ben
Sowet demands

as demands for wage rises,
strike threats, and even un-

official strikes mounted. A

trade wunion conference in
June decided that hence-
forth the unions should be
vis-a-vis ' the
state and political parties.

In mid-July - delegations
arrived from the Communist
Parties of France and Italy.
Waldeck-Rochet, for the
French CP, was completely at
one with the USSR. The
‘2,000 Words’, he echoed, was
a. platform for counter-revo-
lution.

The Italian delegation,
however, . was considerably
influenced by the events, and

- seemed to have approved the

reforms. The Czech events
were certainly to play a role
in the development of ‘Euro-
communism’
CPs.

At the end of July, the
Czechoslovak
Russian leaders at Cierna nad

Tisou — in a very strained,

atmosphere. Although
Russian troop exercises in

- Czechoslovakia ended on July

20th, there were repeated
delays in~- withdrawing the

troops.

Pravda reported the alleged
discovery of a secret arms

~ Cammell Lairds: sph
areclpe forde, eat

~of arms

in both those

‘leaders met -

S to

‘cache near the German front-

ler and a secret US army docu-

ment with preparations for
‘“aggressive  adventures”’

The Bulgarian press fantasis-'

ed about further discoveries
. caches. Neues
Deutschland asserted that
‘‘a quiet counter-revolution”
was under way i1n Czecho-
slovakia. ~

Happy at what appear-
ed to be a firm reply to the
Warsaw letter, thousands of
Czechoslovaks: demonstrated

their support for the govern-

ment. ‘“We are thinking of
you. Think of us!’’ was their

message to Dubcek at Cierna,
urging him to stand firm ag-
ainst the Russians. |

So eager were the party and
union leaders, however, to

avoid mass mobilisation and -

placate the USSR, that the
radicals’ call for a five minute
general strike was vehemently

denounced.
All Dubcek told the public
about the Cierna talks was:

‘‘You can be satisfied with the

result’’. In fact the Czecho-
slovak leaders had sought to
reassure the USSR by promis-
ing to-control the movement

more closely, not to legalise
‘any new political parties or

organisations, and to bring in

some form of press control
The very fact that the Cierna
talks were kept a complete
secret mean a de facto censor- -
ship on news. |
The following day the same
Czechoslovak representatives
met in Bratislava with the five
Pact states that had signed
the Warsaw letter. A plati- -
tudinous statement was adopt-
ed and Dubcek insisted that
there was no threat to Czecho-
slovak sovereignty. The only

leader to suggest there might |

be such a threat, General
Prchlik, had been sacked. |

Visits

Over the next weeks of
the summer several East
European heads of state visit-
ed Czechoslovakia. The visit of
Kadar of Hungary was kept
a secret, as was Ulbricht’s
from East Germany. But when ,
Tito and, later, Ceaucescu
arrived in Prague, there were

- huge  demonstrations of

support.

- With the 14th Party. Con-
gress not far away, .the public
ferment, so different from the
usual apathy, grew steadily.
Although the party elections
were ‘‘inner-party matters’’,
the merits of the candidates
were openly discussed in the
media, with occasional sugg-
estions that the more con-
servative figures not be
elected. |

The Party Congress that
wWas never
looked like the death-knell

for the conservatlves.

to be completed

. A CONFED mass meeung early in
July at Cammell Lairds, Birkenhead,

~ was told that the future for l.alrds
bleak. But the .
meeting failed to decnde to do any-
thing very much about that bleak

workers looks very

prospect.
The Confed chairman told the meet-
ing that the present orders for Lairds
shipyard (part of British Shipbuilders)
would oniy last 2%2 years and cover

only part of the workforce. Meanwhile

Western Ship Repairers was due to
close down on Friday July 7th;
a peals and protests through the
offlc:al channels', delegations to
local MPs, etc., had been to no avail.

N
Ca
At Lairds, the stewards were rec-

ommending a protest picket on the
gate during a visit by Princess Anne

the followmg week. But the meeting
feared it would do more harm than

good — and decided to levy £1 from
each member for a delegation to
London to see 'our’ MPs and ask for
more work.

This was passed by a large majority
— evidently the example of Westerns
had not nnpressed them.

But this meeting did not cover all
sections. The Caulker-Burners and
the Shipwrights had met before,
and decided to stay away from the
mass meeting and not to be bound by
its degisions.

This is the second time in three
months that these two sections have
refused to recognise a Confed mass
meeting. And however feeble were
the decisions arrived at in the Confed
meetmg, such an abstentnon can do no

good. It’s a continuation of a history
| of dmsnons at Lairds between differ-

ent unions and even between separate
sections of the same union.,

We just cannot afford to be divided
in the fight agamst redundancies. Al-
ready there is talk about letting those
over retirement age (a fair number at

Lairds) go, and not' demanding that

their places be taken by workers on

~ the dole.

If people believe that the mass

-meetmgs of the Confed are undemoc- -

ratic (and there is some substance to
that belief) then they should attempt

to change ‘those meetings, and not
just refuse to attend. Refusing to
attend is also undemocrauc, with a
mnnornty declaring it will ignore maj-
ority decisions.

A lot has to be done to make the
umons more effective at Lairds. One
way is to show that they are not just

mutual appreciation societies for the

stewards, but bodies prepared to
fight o/l attempts to blame the work-

. force for the state of the shipbuilding

industry.
As a bulletin put out by Workers’

Action in the yard said, “The camp-
aign (against redundancres) has to
unite workers in Brmsh Shipbuilders,
and other industries, in the fight not
just to save jobs but to create more
jobs.”’ The bulletin goes on to urge
the setting up of a nat_nonal shop stew-
ards organisation in British Ship-
builders.

Workers in Merseysnde should have
learnt by now that it is no use appeal-

ing to be made a special case. That’s
what we should learn from the failure
to stop the closures at Western Ship- -
repairers, at Leyland’s Speke No.2
plant, at Plesseys, and a whole
number of other plants.

GI

The only effective weapon in the
fight agamst redundancies and clos-
ures is the united strength of the
working class. The trade unions al-
ready have demands such as a 35-
hour week, earlier retirement, and

- against overtime working. We should °

implement them now, and not wait for
the trade union leaders to decide
when it is appropnate —_ what more
appropriate time can you get than
when 1% million are on the dole?
Implementing our own demands
now, such as work-sharing on full pay,

is the only way to stop the rot.
' LOL DUFFY

¢ callmg all workers —

ON Wednesday night, 5th July,
without a word of warning, a
message came over the Tannoy
system at the Edge Lane
(Merseyside) factory of Plessey
Electronics  — announcing
600 redundancies..

The redundancies will affect
about 260 staff- and 340 shop

floor workers at the plant.

They are the latest in line of the
2.400 which Plessey has ann-

unced over the past 15 months

in the area, and will add to an

: unemployed tota! of over 85,600

already signing on in Mersey-

side.
- The unions in the factory,

apparently - taken by surorise,

you’ve been sacked!’

made no Immediate response.

- What’s clear is that the red-
undancies will not stop there.
The company has blamed the
fall in demand for the strowger
telephone exchange equipment
which is manufactured at Edge
Lane. The last order for that

equipment was placed eighteen

months ago

Workers are furious at -the
way. the redundancies were
announced. Management

- must have been planning them

for some time, but kept back the

announcement to . the last

minute to create as much con-

~ fusion as possible.



A 40% increase in basic pay
“for faceworkers, to £110 a

- week, was the mqlor demand
eomlng out of the conference

in Torquay last week [July 3rd
to 7th] of the National Union of
Mineworkers. |
- The 40% rise call came from
- the South Wales area, and was
passed with the support of the
union’s Executive. But more
But more militant resolut-
ions were defeated. A call for

~ £6,500 a year by Yorkshire,

- which Arthur Scargill stated
- was a 'frontal attack’ on the
incentive scheme, and a re-
statement of the last confer-
ence’s call for £135 per week
by Group 2 area (Southern
Scotland), both failed. -
The right wing on the
Executlve were pleased with
- the resuit. Gorm]ey declared

- NUM-=Will the Executlve <
negotlate the claim away? J

that the claim was ‘‘more
realistic and more attainable
than last year’s’’ and stressed
that it was a point to start neg-
otiations from.

The right wing, having
defeated the militant resolut-
ions, ev1dently felt safe
enough to start 'negotiating’
before they could even catch
sight of an NCB negotiator!

‘Recall

But the South Wales resol-
ution also called for a recall
conference if the £110 demand
was rejected, in order to

“consult the membership on

the organisation of vanous-’ |

forms of industrial action’’

Also passed was a call for a
30-hour week for faceworkers
— another demand that the

DOLE OFFICE ACTION-

CARVEDUP!

From Monday July 10th, hund-
reds of CPSA members in DHSS
and Department of Employment
[DE] offices have been taking in-
dustrial action.

T, lrey are out on official strike
against the proposal to cut over

- 1,000 jobs in the DE by bringing
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- Upper Street, London N1, to arrive by
~ Friday for inclusion in the following
-week’s paper.

FRIDAY-MONDAY 14-17 JULY.
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1978 on The Crssis of Capitalism and
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In Bradford. Booking details from
Teddy Brett, School of Social
Science, University of Sussex, Brigh-
ton BN1 9QN.

TUESDAY 18 JULY. A. Sivanandan
speaks on ‘From Immigration Control

to Repatriation’, 6.30pm at the In-

stitute of Race Relat:ons, 247 Penton-
ville Road, London N1. The meeting
will launch Race and Class pamphlet
no.5: price 20p plus 10p postage.
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"The Recession: Capltahst Offensive
and the Working Class". Speakers:
Mike Freeman and Kate Marshall.
7.30pm at the Conway Hall, Red Lion
'Square Admission 20p.

SUNDAY 23 JULY. Merseyside
Workers' Action meeting: "The way
forward for the anti-fascist move-
ment". Guest speaker: Sean Mat-
gamna. 7.45pm at Stanley House,
Upper Parliament St, Liverpool 8.

SATURDAY 5 AUGUST. Revolu-
tionary Communist Tendency day
school on ‘Internationalism and the
dictatorship of the proletariat’. Speak-
ers: Frank Richards and Mary
Masters. For details write to BM RCT
(6), London WCI1V 6XX. Registra-
tion £1, non-earners 75p.
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The Left and the Labour Govern-
ment; the Anti-Nazi League; Revo-
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pm at 399 Oxford St, 243 Oxford St,
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St. Mass picket every Saturday at
- noon, 399 Oxford St. Donations to
Garners Strike Fund, c/0 TGWU,
room 84, 12-13 Henrietta St, WC2.
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in fortnightly signing-on for dole |
- claimants.

However, the action is marred
by the strict limits that the Nat-
‘ xonal Disputes Committee INDC]
- of CPSA has puton it.

18 DE Unem ployment Benefit
Offices were chosen by the emp-
loyers to operate the new scheme
on a pilot basis. Instead of calling
them all out to stymie the prog-
ress of the pilot scheme, the NDC
has allowed only 5 to come out,
together with their ’lmked'

f DHSS offices. That can hardly
~ threaten the wew scheme!

Staffing

Despite a Conference resolut-
ion demanding that the NEC give

full backing to whatever action

the DE members may want, and
despite a statement from the

Union’s President that any DE

branch that wanted to come out
would be able to do so, the NDC
have prevented the members at
the Camberwell Unemployment
Benefit Office [also in the pilot
scheme) from coming out with the
other five offices.

Employment Minister Albert
Booth, in a statement in Parliam-
ent, has: pledged that the Jort-
rugh tly signings can be brought in
with the same staffing levels. But
no reduction in hours has been

proposed to match the reduced

workload, and it is obvious that
the employers are gomg to rely on
'natural wastage' over the next

year to drive down staffing levels

and quietly achieve their target of
1,000 jobs lost.

Bitter

‘The bitterness within the (PSA
about the carve-up of this indust-
rial action is immense.

One result is that the electoral "

unity that created the massive
left majority at the recent confer-
ence is already deeply split. It has
become very clgar to many CPSA
members that a 'left’ majority

is not the same as a fightback
against the Government or the

Civil Service  Department.
What it does mean is that the

Julltime bureaucrats have found

allies within the NEC who are
more pliable than the right wing
were and, it seems, willing to turn
the CPSA intoa 'tame left ' union
more interested in pressuring a
Labour Government behind the
scenes than organising a struggle
against a Labour policy of low

- wages and cuts in jobs.

ST EPHEN CORBISHLEY

-~ and could have

| Executlve (who opposed it) :

will no doubt try to ’‘negot-
iate’ away if they get the
chance.

A resolution from the Leic-

ester area which called for

wages to be indexed to the
cost of living was defeated.
The left saw it as an attempt to
head off confrontations over
pay: which it was, being link-

- ed to a call for 3-year wage

deals.
Such a measure of linking
wages to inflation would

however — if tied to one of the |

more militant claims — have
had exactly the opposite effect
provided a
valuable addition to the left’s
argument for an increase that
would really ensure wages
were keeping pace w1th in-
flation.

- The attempt by Derbyshire

and Yorkshire to reform the
union executive was defeated
ng 145 votes to 126, well short
0

the two thirds majority that .
would have been required for

the change.
The proposal was to intro-
duce card voting on the exec-

utive on disputed issues —

in proportion to the strength of

the regions. At present, the
Yorkshire and. Nottingham-
shire areas, with a total of over
93,000 members, have 5
members on_ the executive
between them; while Kent,
Cumberland, Leicester,
North Wales and South Derby-

shire, with a combined total‘

of only 9,600 members, have
one Exec. member each, giv-
ing them ten times the votes
per member that the larger
coalfields have.

Employers tell Flremen-‘Worse

- conditions for shorter hours’

The FIRE BRIGADES UNION is
holding a recall conference on

threatened. For instance
employers state ominously

standing as left-wlngers got a.
healthy vote — and an SWP

July 17th. Its purpose, as far as
the Executive Council is .con-

cerned, is to endorse their total

lack of action in the face of new

moves by the employers over our

fight for the 42-hour week prom-
lsed in the strike settlement early

this year.
The employers (the local auth-

orities) have been determined

since we went back to get us to
trade the 42-hour week for a det-

erioration in the working condit- -

fons we have fought so hard to

 win over the last thirty years.

They are trying to Introduce

- station clemlng (got rid of six

years ago), variable manning,
and other 'productivity ' deals.
While the employers have with-

drawn the immediate threat of

redundancies for ancillary work-
ers, the threat to jobs is still there
if they can push such a 'trade’

- through. Despite the shorter-

week promise, firemen’s jobs are

LETTER

CPSA-

- Wrong tactics!?

- Comrades,

I cannot agree with Stephen Corb-
ishley’s attitude (wmo) on the
'Fortmghtly Attendance Payments'
dispute in the Department of Emp-
loyment.

Agreed socialists have to support
workers in struggle against their emp-
loyers, even if the workers’ policies

and methods of struggles are mis-
guided. Agreed, too, that the CPSA

‘members in the employment exchan-
ges are right to act against the threat

of 1,000 jobs being cut.
But why take up the fight on the

basis of demanding that claimants

must still ‘sign on' weekly rather
than fortnightly? Why not welcome

fortnightly signings, and simply act to

reduce the hours of work for the
employment exchange clerks?
Such action would give a boost to

other workers’ struggles around the
slogan "Cut the hours, not the jobs"."
And many claimants, I'm sure, will

prefer fortnightly signing-on.
At the very least they should be
consulted.

But the CPSA members have just

pressed ahead with their action —
and on top of that they have chosen a
form of action which will mean many
claimants not receiving their money!
In reply I may be told that I am be-
ing unrealtstnc
movement has suffered far too long

from the sort of narrow-minded,

timid, "look after yourself and never

mind the rest” realism represented by

the CPSA tactics.
- | . COLIN FOSTER

London

But the labour

their publlshed offer that the

‘‘give. notice that they intend to |

continue an examination of all
standards of fire cover.”’

They have also reverted to their
orig lnal demand for 3-shift, 8-
hour working, after initially bow-
ing to the unlon s demand for
retent fon of the existing shift
pattern.

The delegates at the recall
conference will be faced wlth a

clear choice.
They can either acce t the Ex-

- ecutive Council’s method of deal-

ing with the employers — appeal-
ing to the Home Secretary and
other friends in high places (the

~ very people who were on the

other side in our strike) to help
us, which will mean we end up

accepting a trade of hours for‘

jobs; or we can start a campaign

- now to force the employers to
concede a 42-hour week on our

terms.

Unfortunately, delegates to the
conference will be going from the
Brigade Commlttees, and there
wlll be little rank and file involve-
ment. Most firemen will not even
know who their delegates are, let
alone be able to mandate them.

" Yet the mood in the stations is

militant. In recent elections for a
national officer two candidates

'COWLEY STEWARDS
'BACK ‘THE NINE’

A decision on the fate of the
"Cowley 9", due to be made by
the Midlands Regional Commit-
tee of the TGWU on 12th July,
was postponed to Wednesday
July 19th.

The Committee will meet then
to consider the results of an in-

quiry into charges against nine
mllltant TGWU members at Ley-
land’s Cowley Assembly Plant.
The nine in(:lnde the Plant con-
venor and three deputy convenors

The Cowley Nine faced trump-
ed-up charges like 'disrupting’' a
T& G District Committee meeting

by walking out of it, revealing the

size of a branch secretary’s com-
mission, and criticising affairs of

the Union.
The Oxford District Finance

and General Purposes Committee
of the union recommended that

member standing on the platform
of Rank & Frle Fireman polled -

15%. A good proportion of the

members understand clearly the -

need for a rank and file fi tbaek -'
against the employers,and also

against the inactivity and comp-

" lacency of their own officials.
the result of the |

Perha s if
negotiations affected THE
and conditions they would be a
little keener.

‘A large lobby otthermneom S

ference is expected, and should
be supported by all firemen. If

we are not to lose the small

gains won from the strike, the

- most important of which was the
42-hour week concession, we will |

have to organise to:
M Take the 42-hour week nnl-

laterally, with the rota tmder

union control

B Work a shift pattern of our

own choice, not the 8-hour 3-shlft
system

I Elect a National Strike Com-
mittee if a strike is needed to win
the 42-hour week without under-
mining our conditions of work

B Pay the national officials the
average wage of those they rep-
resent, not Divisional Officers’

' DOUGMACKAY
FBU Acocks Green, Btrmmglmm |

Thornett (a prominent member of
the Workers > Socialist League, re-
cently elected as deputy con-
venor) be expelled from the union
altogether.

Actlon is already taking plaee

to block this attempted victimis- -
ation. A meeting of the 170 T&G

shop stewards in the Cowle
plant voted overwhelmingly to
demand the charges be dropped

by the Regional Commitiee and

that the union should instead
fight to force the' management to
recognise Alan Thornett as Dep-
uty Convenor, which at present
it refuses to do.

The 'Cowley
Committee ', which has already

organised considerable support ln N
the union, is preparing for a

massive lobh of the Regional

some of the Nine be barred from Committee meetlng .
 holding union office and that Alan | NIK BARST OW -
- ~ Page7
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Nine Defence
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tunately checked by
prompt resistance of local

"ON JULY 5th, as a shift of
Bangladeshi workers were

clocking off at Hedges and

Butler’s bottling plant, Three

Mill Lane, East London, they

- were set upon by car loads of

white racist thugs. )
The racists threw bricks and
hit the workers with pick-axe
handles. Seven Bengalis were
injured and one had a fractur-

ed skull. |

After this, the latest in a

~series of racist attacks in the
East End, the Hackney and
- Tower

Hamlets Defence
Committee have called for a

rally in Brick Lane on Sunday

16th and a general strike and
demonstrations on Monday
17th. The 17th has been call-

. ‘ed ‘Black Solidarity Day’.

Brick Lane has been the
scene of racist riots — for-
the

-~ Asian youth — on two Sun-

days recently, 11th and 25th
June. It is also a regular
patch for the National Front to

sell their papers. One aim of

- Sunday’s rally is to drive the

Nazis out of Brick Lane.

The strikes and rallies will
also be protesting about the
recent racist murders in the
East End. On Sunday 25th
June Ishaque Ali was strang-
led with a shoelace; on 4th
May, Altab Ali was stabbed in
the neck; and on 20th April
10-year old Kennith Singh
was beaten to death.

Time and time again the
police have shown that they

Garners: still not

500 trade unionists and other support-
. ers of the Garsmers sirikers marched
' _past the main Garners Steak Houses -
~still operating last Saturday evening,

to show their solidarity with the 6-

month strike of the catering workers
for union recognition. .
There were banners from Region

'No.5 (Oxford) of their union, the

TGWU, but unfortunately no support
from their own union in London,
though other London trade unionists
(Camden Trades Council and Ham-
mersmith Nalgo) were there.

The main call of the demonstrat-

ion, for mass pickets against the pol-
ice harassment, grated considerably

" on the ears of the 'notables’ who led

the march: Brian Nicholson of the
T&G EC, George Anthony of the
AUEW London North District Cttee,
and Communist Party leader Gordon
McClellan. But a mass picket outside
the Haymarket restaurant was held,
despite police harassment and one
arrest. . |

The six months of official strike

" have been a battle not only against

Garners boss M argolis and his scabs,

— FUND
| - DRIVE
| for .

~ Another £20 this week brings

our fund total to £1226.80.
After adding our regular
monthly £58.80 in bankers’

| orders, the fund stands at
. £1284.80.

Please keep the money

coming in during the paper’s

summer break — all our
overheagi expenses still have
to be paid for. Send con-

tributions to ‘Fund’, Box

1960, 182 Upper Street,
London N1.

WORKERS’ ACTION

~ After this issue we are taking

a three-week summer break.

\

WA 112 will be dated August

B enough support
from the union

but also ageinst ghe blocking man-
oeuvres of the full-time T&G officials.
Local official Abrahams actually in-

~ sisted on seeing medical evidence be-
" fore believing that pickets had been

in iuq_red !

The failure of the Garners strike re-
call conference to come up with any-
thing other than a re-statement of the
strike committee position, and the
blocking'by Les Shorter (T&G Region-
al Organiser) of a call for mass picket-
ing, have meant that potential support
has not been mobilised. ‘

But the Civil & Public Services Ass-
ociation NEC has donated £250 to the
strike committee, and circulated all
branches with details of the strike;
and both CPSA apd another Civi Ser-
vice union, the SCPS, agreed to inst-
ruct their members in employment
offices to black adverts for staff to
work in Margolis's ventures.

The strike needs more of this sort
of backing. The next march must be
given wider publicity and every trade

. union militant and labour movement

activist should work to get the sort of

turnout that placed Grunwicks under

siege last July.

Petrol .
station
strike must
be spread

Workers at 4 Heron Service Stat-
ions in Birmingham have been on
official strike since Monday July
3rd for union recognition.

An ACAS ballot of staff at 32
Heron stations in the Midlands
showed that 50% wanted the
T&GWU to be recognised. The
company first stalled, and then

 announced that they would not

N

recognise the union as — because
of high staff turnover — it was no
longer representative! |
Tanker drivers have blacked
petrol supplies to all Heron stat-
ions in the Midlands, and car

delivery drivers on contract to

British Leyland are refusing to
handle cars for the company.
Help is urgently needed on the

picket lines to allow the strikers to.
. visit other sites to spread the

. ST

strike. -
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will do the absolute minimum

about racist' attacks.
police have

More

recently been

moved into Brick Lane, but
their chief activity i1s stopp-

ing Asians and

searching

their cars.

At Hedges and Butler,

according to a local resident,
the press got there before the
police. Then the police said

‘they

would - protect the

factory gates the next day,
but did not turn up.

| onthe

The racists and the fascists

v

- 2

Seen

Above: an Edinburgh demonstration.in so-  [{July 6th]. In London, 5,000 joined a de-
| lidarity with Irish Republican prisoners on
| the occasion of a procession through the
“city by the Royal Scots Dragoon Guard

labour

bread line

Despite the promises and ex-
cuses that were made when

|

Spillers bread operation closed

down, the big bakery firms-are
still relying heavily on compul-
sory overtime and casual
labour. i

At Merretts bakery, Cardiff,
management recently turned
down a demand from shop stew-

ards to fix definite manning,

levels of permanent staff on the
bread production lines.

At present the lines have no
definite manning  levels.
Casual labour is used to fill the
gaps, often making up 25% of
the workforce on some lines.

The casual workers are most-
ly students on vacation. When
they return to their colleges, no
doubt management will insist
on maintaining production re-
gardiess. That has been their
policy in the past, and they do
not look like changing it.

This use of casual labour not

only helps management push -

up work rates, it threatens
job security and work conditions
and potentially creates a pool of
gcabs in any industrial dispute.
The stewards’ demands must
be: employ a permanent
workforce on every line; reguiar

reliefs to cover for rota days off

_and sickness cover.

And we must be ready to use

industrial action to win these
- demands. | |

~ GEOFF WILLIAMS

must be stopped, before their
attacks on the black communi-
ties and on workers grow any
bolder. The maximum turn-
out on the 16th and 17th is
vital. |

'FRAN BRODIE

Sunday July 16th

RALLY AGAINST RACIST
VIOLENCE: Assemble 10.30,
corner of Brick Lane and

Bethnal Green Road.
Monday July 17th

BLACK SOLIDARITY DAY:
STRIKE AGAINST RACIST
VIOLENCE. Demonstrations:

.[J Bethnal Green: assemble
5.30pm, Naz Cinema, Brick

Lane.

Hackney: assemble 5.30pm

at Hackney Town Hall.

Both events organised by the
Hackney and Tower Hamlets
Defence Committee, support-
ed by the ANL and over 60
local organisations, including
Hackney Trades Council and
Stepney and Bethnal Green
Trades Council.
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- deferred. The Bakers’
- branch secretary at Memory-

Gardiff
protests
stall
deportation

TRADE UNIONISTS and -anti-

- fascist activists In Carditt have
the case of Moham- -

taken up
med Sharif, a bakery worker
at Memory Lane Cakes, who is
threatened with deportation.
Sharif came
years ago from Pakistan, and
gas worked at Memory Lane for
2
Thursday, 6th, and taken to
Cardifft Jall. He was due to be
deported on Tuesday 11th with
no more ado, for having over-
stayed his permit. .
THe case was quickly taken
up with South Wales MP Naeil
Kinnock, who agreed to support
Sharlt and got the deportation
Union

years. He was arrested last

to Britain 42 .

Lane, and union regional orga- |

given their support. .
The local Anti-Nazi League

is supporting a picket every

night outside Cardiff Jall,
and other protests are planned.

GEOFF WILLIAMS .
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monstration on Sunday July 9th, with the
slogans: Political status for Irish prisoners
of war, amnesty, Brlt’ish troops out now.

Engineers strike

30,000 Post Office Englneeﬁhg
Union members in London held a
half-day strike and demonstration

on Tuesday July 11th, as part of

their campaign for a 35-hour
week. |

This was the ﬂrst action

additional to the national over-
time ban to be called by the
union’s National Executive,
which was granted powers at the
last annual conference to hold
regional one-day strikes in sup-
port of the demand. Several

THE CONTRACT engineers tak-
ing industrial action for higher
pay at GEC Telecommunications
in Stoke, Coventry, have return-
ed to work without winning their

demands.

After over 100 engineers were
threatened with suspension the
factory ASTMS branch took over

the negotiations. the agreement

they reached provides for all the

contract engineers to be taken
back — but also for a return to
normal working as from July

11th. Negotiations are still pro-

ceeding, but the bosses show no
signs of conceding anything on

pay.

 uniom.

London branches called for the

“strike action to be for the whole

day.

taken in many areas, with ap to
6,000 POEU members out at a

~niser Gloria Martin, have also

- 30,000 Postal

.
. -

Local strike “action has been |

time. Strikes in solidarity with
members sent home for implem- .

enting the overtime ban have
taken place in Harrogate, Hull,
Scarborough,

York and North

London, and many branches have
made decisions to follow their
lead if any of their members are

sent home.

The computer operators, also

GEC workers can still win

on strike for higher pay in a se- |
parate dispute, are standing firm.

The ASTMS branch organised a

token strike in their support on .

Tuesday and Wednesday 4th-
t shift work.

'5th July, and is banning over-
 time and nigh

The computer is being run by

‘the management, but they are

not able to do any more than

standard payroll and stock. con-
trol work. Work on developing

the new System X equipment is.
blocked. The computer operators

‘can win yet, if they stand firm

and get enough support from th

~ ROBMCcGONIGLE -



